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The players at the “unfinished” Mannheim  

1914 chess tournament. July 1914

Mannheim

Before this, the idea of an 

international chess federation 

was also being considered by the

British Chess Federation.

But unfortunately, the First 

World War broke out less than  

a month after the last meeting,

and the project was shelved  

for nearly ten years.

On the left page and to the right: 

Pre-FIDE documents
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Creating FIDE

1924

Paris 1924

Pierre Vincent, the general secretary of the French Chess Federation, 

came back with the idea of creating an international chess federation 

to coincide with organizing the 8th Olympiad in Paris in July 1924.

An individual and team tournament was then organized in the town 

hall of the 9th district of Paris with 54 players from 18 countries. 

The winners were Latvian Hermanis Mattisons  

and the Czechoslovakia team.

The idea of an international chess federation was discussed during 

the tournament, and FIDE was formally created in Paris at the first 

FIDE congress.

Pierre Vincent and Alexander Alekhine 

in 1925

The diploma was won 

by Hermanis Mattisons and 

signed by Alexander Alekhine

On the right page:

Hermanis Mattisons vs. Edgar Colle  

on the cover of L’Echiquier 
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1924-1940

World Championships

Alekhine 

vs. Capablanca

1927

In 1926, The FIDE general 

assembly confirmed its 

acceptance of the 1922 London 

Protocol for the organization  

of the world championship 

match.

Still, FIDE refused to recognize 

Jose Raul Capablanca as the 

world champion since he did

not want FIDE to participate  

in organizing the event. 

Following his refusal,  

the general assembly decided 

to organize the first FIDE World 

Chess Championship.
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World Championships

1972-1991

The year 1983 was mainly 

focalized on solving a dispute 

between FIDE and the USSR 

concerning the venue of the 

Candidate's semi-final match 

between Viktor Korchnoi and 

Garry Kasparov, winner of the 

Moscow Interzonal, and a quarter-

final match with Alexander 

Beliavsky. The Soviets objected 

to the Korchnoi-Kasparov match 

venue being in California, and 

Kasparov didn't show up in 

Pasadena for the first game. So, 

after lengthy negotiations, FIDE 

decided to move the event to 

London. Becoming the highest 

rated player in the world, Garry 

Kasparov beat Viktor Korchnoi  

and qualified to meet former 

world champion Vasily Smyslov, 

who eliminated Ribli. In April 

1984, Garry Kasparov qualified to 

meet Anatoly Karpov for the title 

of World Chess Champion.

1983/84 Candidates Matches

Korchnoi vs. Kasparov, London 1983

Smyslov vs. Kasparov, Vilnus 1984
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2006-2024

World Blitz Chess Championships

The first official World Blitz Chess Championship was 

organized in Rishon Lezion, Israel, and was won  

by Alexander Grischuk from Russia. Since then,  

16 championships have been organized annually 

for men and 10 for women. Magnus Carlsen has had 

seven victories, and Kateryna Lagno has been the 

top performer in the women's section with three 

wins. The 2023 World Rapid and Blitz Championship 

was held in Samarkand (Uzbekistan). Magnus 

Carlsen became the World Rapid as well as the World 

Blitz Champion. In the women's section Anastasia 

Bodnaruk became the winner in Rapid, and Valentina 

Gunina won the Blitz Championship.
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2006-2024

FIDE – 100!

The Chess Olympiad torch handover ceremony

Arkady Dvorkovich:

It is my firm belief, and our 

joint vision at FIDE, that 

chess is not just a game 

or a sport, but it is a huge 

tool to improve our 

society.

On 14th February 2024, the Chess Olympiad torch handover ceremony

marked the beginning of FIDE's centennial celebration. The Olympiad

torch started its journey from New Delhi in India, and its final

destination will be the Olympiad’s host city – Budapest, Hungary.

FIDE President Dvorkovich, FIDE’s deputy chair, WGM Dana

Reizniece-Ozola, the universal torchbearers of chess, Vishy Anand

and Judit Polgar, Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting and

Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur, AICF President Kapoor,

AICF Interim Secretary Verma, chairman of the FIDE advisory board,

Bharat Singh Chauhan, and other officials were present.

The game is 
just beginning




