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Introduction

The Petrov Defence (also known as the Petroff or Russian Defense depending on
which part of the world you are in) is a fantastic opening. In today’s chess, where
every line has been extensively developed and analyzed, avoiding many of those
openings and systems with the Petrov against 1.e4 is a potentially significant gain
for players of the black pieces.

Another important aspect is that it is such an old opening, dating from as far back
as the first part of the 19th century. When looking for the earliest possible games |
found that some positions that we consider as a tabiya today are of old origin.

To reinforce this point, | will give an example: After 1.e4 e5 2. D3 &f6 3.2)xe5 d6
4.3 Pxed 5.d4 d5 6.2d3 Le7 7.0-0 D6 we reach a position which is a starting
point of one of Black’s main development plans, and to my great surprise it is Paul
Morphy who played it! Obviously, due to the efforts of Alexander Petrov, we can
surely add Morphy as the main developer of this system.

In my books, | try to present the material in a friendly and readable way but not at
the expense of sacrificing quality. This is the philosophy | followed in my Petrov

book as well.

Milos Pavlovic, February 2025
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Chapter 1 - Various 8" Move Sidelines
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a) 8.2\bd2

1. ed e5 2. N3 HHf6

EAslds E|
diai ;xx

4

A

A
APSAEY FYARY
22U s EH

Position after: 2... 9\f6

The Petrov (sometimes Petroff in Eng-
lish, or Russian Defense as it is called in
Eastern Europe, but we will stick with
Petrov throughout) is one of the most
solid openings against 1.e4. It is really
for those who prefer to simplify and, as
we say, "dry out” positions so that bal-
anced or equal positions can be
reached. It is not as popular as the Ruy
Lopez, for instance; the reason for that
is that today, even with the black
pieces, players are not entirely happy to
get simplified positions and only play for
adraw. Apart from that, we can see that
on a high level — such as the Candidates
and World Championship matches —it is
often employed.

3. Yxe5 d6 4. D3 H)xed 5. d4 d5 6.
2d3 2e77.0-02c6

Our starting position in this classical set-
up in the Petrov. Surprisingly, this

position was seen all the way back in the
Paul Morphy and Howard Staunton era.
The oldest games connected to a spe-
cific player is Morphy in 1858, and
Staunton later reached exactly this po-
sition! This is fabulous. First, we will ex-
amine ideas that at first sight might ap-
pear simple to handle, but things are
not so easy. Black must be aware of how
to handle such continuations.

E oWe E|n
Aid 2iai
A

i
A &
£

2
AA A A A4
EHaYW B

Position after: 7... ?\c6

8. Nbd2

White can develop the knight in a
slightly different manner — 7.&¢c3 — and
we will analyze this move in our next
chapter. It has to be said, though, that
in both cases the idea is simply faster
development — control over the e-file is
what White is counting on, while Black
is simply looking to exchange pieces to
eliminate pressure.

8... 2\xd2 9. £xd2 £g4 10. c3 0-0 11.
h3 £h512. g3
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E W Eeé |
Aid 2111
A
A £
&
AL DA A
AA L A
H W B

Position after: 12. g3

A modern idea; the king is coming to g2,

and the idea is later to put the queen on
c2.

12... Wd7 13. g2 Lg6

z Ed o
AaWe 144
a 2
i
A
BRI DA A
A8 2 Ad
H PR

Position after: 13... £g6
14. 214
White has options here:

A) 14. W2 £xd3 15. Wxd3 a6 16.
Eael Hae8 17. £f4 f6 18. h4 2.d6
Black achieved equality. % — % (18) Po-
povic, D (2494) — Sychev, K (2532) Bajina
Basta 2024.

B) 14. Del £d6 15. Wga This is the
idea; White is hoping to generate pres-

sure in the endgame. 15... @xg4 16.
hxgd
)¢ Ed |u
diid dii
AL 2
F
A A
1 el i
Al & A
)| NE

Position after: 16. hxg4

16... Eae8! [16... Efe8 17. 2xgb hxgb
18. Ad3 f6 19. g5 7 20. Eh1 White
has some pressure here. %5 — % (37) Ca-
ruana, F (2810) — Dominguez Perez, L
(2713) Dortmund 2016] 17. £xg6 hxgb
18. d3 d8!?

AXEE |o
YU
- i
i
R
AR 1A
AR & B
e -

Position after: 18... 2\d8!?

This is the point — only with the a8-rook
on e8 can Black play this manoeuvre.
19. g5 Pe6 20. Eh1 f6 21. gxf6 gxf6 22.
Eh2 g5 23. Eahl £g7 Black is doing
OK.

C) 14. £xg6 fxgb 15. &f4 [15. W2
Hae816. 4 Ef517. Eael Eef8 18.
He3 g5 19. £e5 h6 20. Wd3 a6 21.
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We2 As in the Vidit — Abasov game be-
low, Black is doing OK. ¥-% (21) Miiller,
G (2576) — Vinchev, S (2511) ICCF 2022]
15... h6 16. Wd3 g5 17. Le5 Ef7 18.
Eael Hafg 19. Ee3 a6 20. We2

g@ |m
dAWe K
l

A8 &
A

A HANAA
Yad

>

F 3

A

{Dee

Position after: 20. We2

20... 5 21. ba E5f7 22. a4 Qa7 23.
g4 98 24. a5 £.d6 25. Ee1 Wds 26.
Ef1 Ne7 27. Wd3 Wd7 28. gl N6
29. @gz fe7 This was played in the
Candidates and it seems that Black, with
a waiting strategy, has managed to bal-
ance the game. % —% (31) Vidit, S (2727)
— Abasov, N (2632) Toronto 2024.

14... Eae8 15. £xg6
White can still wait: 15. Z2e1 £xd3 16.

Wxd3 £)d8 17. h4 he 18. Ee5 c6 19.
Eael £21620. E5e3 Exe3

4
L
s

[

Position after: 20... Exe3

21. Exe3 Ee8 22. Re5 Ke7 23. a4
28 Black is fine here as well. % — % (23)
Duda, J (2733) — Yu Yangyi (2703) Al-
maty 2024.

15... fxgb
EEd [0
AiiaWe 13
A i
i
ile
A NA A
AA A D
b= W =

Position after: 15... fxg6

It is essential to react in this way other-
wise White has a possible h4-h5 plan,
which can create disturbance.

16. Wd3 Ef517. Eael Eefs 18. Ee3
g5

Ede o
AdididWe 313
A
4 E i
il
AWENA A
A A AD
p=4

Position after: 18... g5

19. 2e5 h6 20. We2 Es5f7 21. Hel
a5 22. b3 ¢5 23. Ef3 H\c6 24. Exf7
E xf7 25. ?)d3 ¢4 26. Del
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do |m
di WeFE;
A i
A2 4
4 A
A A A A
A WA D
NE

Position after: 26. el

26... b5

Black is fine. He used a similar strategy
as in a few other games | gave. ¥4 — %
(26) Volokitin, A (2667) — Gelfand, B
(2658) Ajka HUN 2024.

b) 8.%\c3

1. ed e5 2. N3 )f6 3. P xe5 d6 4. N3
Pxed 5.dads5 6. £2d3 Le77.0-0 26

8. Nc3
E ol E|m
A4ii 2L 4idi
A
i
A A
NL &H
AA A A A A
2 2W EHd

Position after: 8. #\c3

This is another important approach that
has become popular in recent years:
White will eliminate the knight on e4
and prepare the stage for central play in
which will try to be faster with his plans
along the e-file.

8... Dxc3 9. bxc3 L.g4

Do [ing
D b

E

ho (&
Do
b

4
2
&

2
A

A AA
J=qea)

i 0o O
&

A
)=

Position after: 9... £g4
10. Eb1
White has a couple of ideas here:

A) 10. Ee10-011. £14

E W Eé [
Aid 21iai
a
i
A 28
AL D
AlLA AAA
E WE &

Position after: 11. £f4
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A1) 11.. £2d6 12. 2xd6 L£xf3 13.
Wxf3 Wxde 14. Eabl b6 15. He3
Eae816. Ebel He717. Wh3 h6 18.
Exe7 Dxe7 19. We3 He8 White
doesn’t have the resources to in-
crease the pressure and that is actu-
ally the entire point of Black’s play in
this game. %-% (19) Martin Sanchez, C
(2443) — Roubaud, D (2555) ICCF
2016.

A2) 11... Eb8 Theideais...b5. 12. h3
2h5 13. We2 £d6 14. We3 f6 15.
Nha Ees 16. Wg3 Lxf4 17. Exe8+
Lxe8 18. Wxfa g6 19. Eel L7 20.
g3 Wde

E @ |o
diid £ i
AW 44
i
A Y o
AR A A
) a
g2 &

Position after: 20... Wd6

21. Wga Heg 22. Exe8+ Lxe8 23.
Nfs Wd7 24. Dhe+ g7 25. Wia
W d6 Black doesn’t have serious prob-
lems creating a balanced game. %2 - %
(35) Degerhammar, R (2502) — Matyu-
khin, S (2509) ICCF 2016.

A3) 11... &h5 12. We2 2d6 13.
2xd6 Wxde 14. We3 Lg6 15. Dh4a
£xd316.cxd3 Wd717. Wf3 g6 18. g3
Eae8 19. Dg2 De7 20. De3 &g7
21. Ee2 6 22. Eael hs 23. Wig

> O pee
I e[S
> =

W
a a A

Position after: 23. W4

23... g8 24. g2 Eeb 25. h3 Wds
26. g4 Wha Black had equalized and
later won the game. 0-1 (83) lvic, V
(2510) — Mamedov, N (2615) Konya
TUR 2019.

B) 10. h3 £h5 11. Eb1 Eb8 12. &5
0-013. Wd3 2g6

E W E&
did 21414
A 2

[m]

B> bo

&

2
A & A
A A A
2 p=qei)
Position after: 13... £g6
14. £.xg6 [14. 214 2.d6 15. Lxg6 hxgb

16. £xd6 Wxde 17. Efel b6 18. We3
Wd7 19. W4 Efe8 20. h4 fo!

E E @ [
A 4w 4
A4 4i
i
A & 1A
A 1D
Al A A A
2 EH @

Position after: 20... f6!
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Black has achieved good play. 0-1 (49)
Kotronias, V (2518) — Mamedov, N
(2602) Nakhchivan AZE 2018] 14... hxg6
15. c4 a5 16. cxd5 Wxds 17. Eel
£.d618. £a3 b5 19. £xd6 cxd6

E Ed |0
i ia
A 4
Ai W
A
LAY
Al AL [AA
ZE 2 &

Position after: 19... cxd6

20. Ee7 This position is popular among
correspondence players. Here we have:
20... 96 [20... D4 21. Exa7+ 1-0
(61) Csjernyik, J (2456) — Jandek, S
(2500) 1CCF 2013] 21. Ec7 a5 22. Wh3
Wyb3

E Ed |0
2 44
aAi i
i
it
W DA
Al AL [AA
=S &

Position after: 22... Wxb3

23. cxb3 [23. axb3 Hfcg 24. Hd7
DNbas; 23. Exb3 Qb4 24. Ea7 Ea8
25. Exa8 26. Eb2 Ec8s) 23... Efc8
24. Ed7 @ba 25. Bb2 [Itis overopti-
mistic for White to try: 25. &g5
Zxa2F] 25.. Hd8 26. Exds+ Exds
27. a3 &d5 Overall we can say that
Black is able to control the game, in the

sense of reaching equal chances, with-
out many difficulties. % — % (38) Pasko,
P (2541) - Hall, R (2598) ICCF 2017.

10... b8 11. Ee1 0-0

E W Ed |o
Aid 2iai

Position after: 11... 0-0
12. h3

The alternative is the logical idea to
place the bishop on f4 immediately...

12. £f4 £d6 Probably best is to deal
with this strong bishop on f4... [12... a6
13. a4 ©h8 14. We2 2d6 15. We3
Wd7 16. 2xd6 Wxd6 17. De5

E E
il Adi
A

N
-]
&

A A4
= 2 &

Position after: 17. #\e5

4
A

bo Lo e (€

D> >

17... &xe5 18. dxe5 and White has
some initiative. % - % (34)



Part | — Chapter | — Various 8% Move Sidelines 17

Huschenbeth, N (2600) — Laurusas, T
(2573) Walbrzych POL 2024] 13. £xd6
Wxd6

Do g

Ed
F Y W

[m]

E W
id 4
a
F
&

do |m
i 214

-
oL e (€

D
A A
E WR &

Position after: 13... Wxd6

£
&

D> O

&

14. Ee3 [14. 2xh7+ ©xh7 15. Dg5+
Dg6 16. Wxga f5-+] 14... f5 15. Bel
[Another idea might be: 15. Wf1 2xf3
16. Exf3 g6 17. h4 b6 18. h5 Ebes 19.
Eel @g7

-
i i ® 4
Aaw 4
A4 A
a2t
AL B
ALLALL A A
=

Position after: 19... %’g7

20. Eg3 Wfe 21. f4 Exel 22. Wxel
E723. W2 /\d8=] 15... b6 [15... Da5
16. We2 Ebd8 17. h3 £xf3 18. Wxf3
g6 19. Ee5T 1-0 (30) Rogic, D (2552) —
Seyb, A (2412) Austria 2015] 16. £b5
Ebes 17. Wd3 £xf3 18. Wxf3 g6 19.
W43 Hg7=

12... £h513. 215 2g6 14. Wd3 &.xf5
15. Wxfs

A

A
A
28 O

> B b g

&
D

&

Position after: 15. Wxf5

Now, from two examples, we can see
how the game might continue for both
sides:

15... £d6

15...b516. 214 g617. Wd3 a6 18. Ee2
£.d6 19. Wd2 &xfa 20. Wxfa Dg7 21.
Ebel Wde Black had achieved coun-
terplay and later won: 0-1 (48) Quesada
Perez, Y (2631) — Dominguez Perez, L
(2732) Matanzas 2016.

16. £g5 f6 17. £d2 ©h8 18. c4 dxc4
19. Eea De7 20. Wbs a6 21. Wxca

E W E dom
ii A i1
F 3 L2 i

WaE
DA
Al B8R AA
= @

Position after: 21. Wxca

21... b5



The Modernized Petrov Defense

This gives Black adequate play. %2 — %
(42) Perry, D (2503) — Dunlop, G (2536)
ICCF 2019.

c) 8.2e1 294 9.c4

1. ed 5 2. D3 HHf6 3. Hxe5 d6 4. D3
Pxed 5.dads5 6. 2d3 L.e77.0-0 26
8. Eel

s A

£ &
A8 A A A A
ENQUE &

Position after: 8. Eel

Together with 8.c4 (which we will see in
later chapters) this is the main idea, cre-
ating pressure on a knight on e4.

8... =Qg4

This is an old and, in my opinion, critical
reaction; it is essential material for any
book on the Petrov.

9.c4

We will also later examine the more
popular and probably more critical 9.c3.

9. £xed dxed 10. Exed £xf3 11. Wxf3
Dxda 12. Wd1 He6=This is the main

point that gives Black an easy game.

9... 5f6

A4 A A A
ENQUE &

Position after: 9... \f6

10. N3

10. cxd5 £.xf3 11. Wxf3 Wxds

£ & E|o
did 21414
A A4
W
A
L Y
AA A A4
2nh8 B @

Position after: 11... Wxd5

12. Wxds [12. Wh3 Wxd4 13. D3
g4 14. Ef1 h5 The idea is queenside
castling; Black is fine. 4 — % (14) Bellah-
cene, B (2499) — Debray, C (2367)




